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St. Michael’s Church and the Rectory House 
 

Hidden from the roar of the A44 by the trees of Springhill Road (Watery Lane in the 
nineteenth century) and at the end of the lane turning from Springhill Road stands St. 
Michael’s Church with the Rectory House nearby.  The church itself is Norman with a 
chancel, nave and tower.  The lower two stages of the tower have Norman windows but the 
third stage has fourteenth-century bell-openings and a saddleback roof. The Norman south 
doorway, now protected from the weather by a modern porch, has an inner plain arch and 
the outer a zigzag in decoration. The font may be fifteenth century and there is a fifteenth- 
century aumbry in the north wall.  There was originally a north door now sealed, which may 
suggest the original village surrounded the church. In 1520 a Visitation for Bishop Atwater 
reported that a glass window in the chancel was broken and the font was not kept locked.1   
There is one church bell; cast at Gloucester it bears the inscription “Abel Rudhall. Founder 
1755”.2   
The policy of displaying the Royal Arms in churches dates from the reign of Henry VIII but 
examples from this date are rare. The Begbroke Royal coat of arms displayed on the west 
wall above the vestry is of the Hanoverian period and thus dates from sometime between 
1714 and 1801, although it is possible, as elsewhere, that it has been overpainted from an 
earlier example. 
In 1760 Richard Hawkins was the Rector having been appointed in 1740, his tenure lasted 
until his death in November 1764.3  
Over the years a number of alterations have been made and repair work has been 
undertaken to safeguard this beautiful church.  When the Rector, Dr John Cooke (1776 – 
1823) had new pews installed, this included a pew for his servants. This may be the time 
that the statue of St. Michael over the south door disappeared.4  On 18th July 1816 
Margaret, the wife of Francis Rivington, Esq., of 11 St. Paul’s Churchyard, London, presented 
a board of the Ten Commandments; originally placed on the east wall by the altar, it was 
removed in January 1956 by Revd. McCann and placed in the vestry.5 The placing of the Ten 
Commandments in churches dates from the reign of Elizabeth I, when in a letter dated 22nd 
January 1561 she wrote to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners complaining about the state of 
the churches.6  The year 1836 saw the tower repaired and in 1844 this was rough cast. In 
1891 the seating was again rearranged with the Cooke pews having their backs adjusted to 
slope and additional pews were added.7   The report to the Oxford Diocesan Church Building 
Society by the then Rector, George Downes, stated that forty parishioners at a daily service 
“was considered a good congregation”.8  In 1845 the chancel arch was taken down and 
rebuilt using the same stones, except for one stone that was cracked.  In the same year “the 
little gable window in the East wall was discovered and filled with glass”.9   Also in 1845 
Thomas Robinson presented two richly carved oak chairs now in the chancel. In 1891 the 

                                                           
1 Churchwarden’s Presentments, 1520. Oxfordshire Archaeological Society, 1925. 
2 Church bells of Oxfordshire.  Oxfordshire Record Society.  Vol. I. 
3 For details of the Rectors see Rectors Chapter. 
4 Antiquaries of Oxfordshire; James Skelton.  1823. 
5 The connection of the Rivington family with Begbroke has not been established. 
6 J. Charles COX, English Church Fittings:  furniture and accessories. 169. 
7 OHC.MSS.Oxf.Dioc.Papers c. 1724. 
8 Bodleian Library. MS.Top.Oxon.c.105. 
9 Begbroke Parish Register. 
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“modern” font was removed to be replaced by an “ancient” one found in the tower.  Again 
in 1891 the floor of the nave and vestry were laid with deal blocks. 
Thomas Robinson in 1828/9 erected a gallery on the west wall; the gallery was removed 
during the 1891 alterations.  The gallery had been reached by a staircase in the tower, this 
was removed and the entrance to the gallery blocked with stonework. Thomas Robinson, in 
1839, presented an organ with two barrels; previously music had been provided by John 
Fathers, a mason, who played his “instrument” at the Sunday service for which he was paid 
ten shillings each January.  The year 1891 was a busy time for the church as this year saw 
the repair of the exterior roof of the nave, this work also involved the removal of the false 
interior deal rafters and the removal of the plaster ceiling. In 1823 the interior chancel walls 
had been whitewashed, this was removed in 1891 and the nave walls re-plastered.10 The 
pulpit was repaired in 1891 and H. G. W. Drinkwater,11 the architect for these 1891 
alterations, provided ten pounds for the purchase of a reading desk and chair. The work 
undertaken in 1891 had been approved at the vestry meeting of 2nd July.12  
The stained and painted glass varies in date from the fifteenth century to the mid-
nineteenth century.  The majority of it was presented by Thomas Robinson and had been 
placed in the nave windows in 1827 by Thomas Willement.  Robinson was the son-in-law of 
Alderman William Fletcher of Oxford, who was a collector of stained glass and therefore the 
Begbroke glass may have come from his extensive collection. The most important glass is of 
medieval Flemish origin, “Joseph meeting His Father Jacob” on the south wall dates from c. 
1470 to 1480. The two roundels on the north wall “Joseph being thrust into the well” and 
“Tobit drawing the Fish out of the Water” both date from the early sixteenth century.    Also 
sixteenth century in date is “Jael and Sisera” on the south wall; the “Coronation of the Virgin 
by the Trinity” is slightly later in date. Also in the south chancel wall windows are two 
English works, both date from early fifteenth century: “St. Frideswide” and “God the 
Father”.   
Thomas Robinson also ordered from Willement some armorial glass for the newly-built nave 
windows, the arms included are that of the Marlborough and Dashwood families.  Possibly 
also from the Fletcher collection is the “Dormer” shield placed in the south-east window of 
the nave; this may originally have come from the house in Steeple Barton built by John 
Dormer c. 1524. In the same window and bearing the date 1637 are the arms of Samuel Fell, 
Dean of Christ Church, Oxford from 1638 to 1647.13 
The Churchwarden’s Accounts report on a number of improvements to the churchyard.  In 
1831 J. Fathers was paid six shillings for repairing the church wall. The churchyard wall 
seems to have been a continual problem as there are payments to J. Fathers for its repair in 
1832 and 1836.14  And on 8th June the same year James Soden, blacksmith was paid 6s 8d 
for repairing the churchyard gates.15  John Hine was paid 10s. 6d. for mowing the 
churchyard in 1887; increased to 15s. 9d. in 1889.16      

                                                           
10 OHC. MSS.Oxf.Dioc.Papers c. 1724. 
11 His detailed specification of the work to be done can be found in:  OHC. MSS.Oxf.Dioc.Papers c. 1724.  
12 Ibid. 
13 The Begbroke glass is described in detail in the following:  E.A.GREENING LAMBORN, The armorial glass of 
the Oxford Diocese, 1250 – 1850.  1949; COLE, William, A catalogue of Netherlandish and North European 
Roundels in Britain; NEWTON, Peter, The County of Oxford: a catalogue of medieval stained glass.  1979. 
14 OHC.MSS.D.D.Par.Begbroke b.3. 
15 OHC. MSS.D.D.Par. Begbroke b.3. fol.1. 
16 Ibid. fol.38. 
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Repair work on the church continued into the twentieth century; on 22nd September 1925 
Mr. H.A. Tolley was paid £28 13s. 10d. for repairs undertaken the previous year on the 
tower, the boiler and hot water system. 17    
In April 1946 an application was made to the Diocese for the installation of electric lighting 
by Lowe & Oliver and also to place a tablet in the Church in memory of Revd. A. H. Gillmor 
and his sister Miss C. M. Gillmor; the tablet to be designed by Harold S. Rogers, FRIBA of 88 
St. Aldates, Oxford.18  
In January 1956 when the Ten Commandments were moved the Robinson Memorial 
window on the south side of the chancel was repaired under the direction of M. C. Farrer-
Bell, Esq. At the same time a new east window designed by Mr. Farrer-Bell was installed.  
The old organ was disposed of and replaced by a Martinelle B. organ. In 1967 the installation 
of electric heating in the church was undertaken, the work being done by C. E. May of The 
Moors, Kidlington at a cost of £400.  
On 21st July 1983 the Oxford Mail reported that the Church was temporarily closed while 
urgent work was carried out after it had been found that a furniture beetle had destroyed 
the roof beams in the chancel making the church dangerous to use.  The cost was estimated 
at £42,000. The work was completed in April the following year. Still today the church is in 
need of repair – the current Rector, Revd Nathan Jarvis reported in The Link, Begbroke 
Village Magazine, January/February 2016 that the walls and tower need repointing; the roof 
needs yet more work, the interior plaster needs replacing and the floor is in need of 
attention.  All this of course needs funding and with other demands on public finances it is 
becoming harder to find. It is hoped some solution can be found so that St. Michael’s 
Church, Begbroke will continue to serve the village for the next eight hundred years.    
The Rectory 
This mid–eighteenth century house, built by Richard Hawkins (Rector) who also built the 
Vicarage House at Yarnton, is now in private ownership.19 In 1520 an earlier house on the 
site was in need of repair and rented by the clerk, the rector being non-resident.20  In 1634 
the house, it is not clear if it was the same house, was reported as being small in size with a 
barn and stable.  On 29th December 1804 the Revd John Cooke entered into an agreement 
with Ephraim and John Thorp to let the Rectory House to them for three years at a yearly 
rent of £14 14s. 0d.21 Between the years 1786 and 1816 a total of £325 2s. 10 ¾d. was spent 
on the property, the lowest expenditure being eight shillings in 1797 and the highest £113 
13s. 4d. in 1814 when it was leased to Thomas Robinson.  Indeed when Robinson was the 
tenant between 1811 and 1816 the huge total sum expended was £204 13s. 11d.22   The 
many new improvements introduced between 1786 and 1816 included a new “privy”; new 
barn with an oak floor; new stable; a new roof to the house; another entrance made into 
the kitchen  “to avoid going thro’ the little parlour with new cupboards”; new gates and a 
new pump. 

                                                           
17 OHC.MSS.D.D.Par.Begbroke b.3, f.1. 
18 OHC. MSS.Oxf.Dioc.Papers c. 1724. 
19 OHC.PAR303/10/A1/2. 
. Notes on the history of Begbroke Rectory by Vaughan Thomas. In April 1823 Vaughan Thomas was given 
permission by the Bishop of Oxford to live in the house until 31 December due to Yarnton Vicarage House 
“being totally unfit for your residence”.   
20 Churchwarden’s Presentments, 1520. Oxfordshire Archaeological Society, 1925. 
21 OHC.MSS.D.D.Par.Begbroke.c.2. item b. 
22 Ibid. 
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In 1823 the Revd. Ellis Ashton, newly appointed to the living, employed Thomas Wyatt, of 
the Oxford building firm, to undertake a survey of the house. Wyatt’s survey of the house 
itemised areas in need of repair,23 this included repair of the plastering in the entrance hall; 
kitchen; pantry; cellar and privy. The privy, stable and dairy roofs were in need of repair.  
The broken glass was to be replaced; the ceiling of the “bedroom over study” to be 
repaired; and the woodwork in the “larger parlour” to be painted twice in oil. The estimate 
for this work was sixty pounds.  In 1827 the curate (William Archibald Home) and the parish 
clerk (Charles Neville) and their families lived in the house. Mrs Neville was the curate’s 
cook. 
More repair work was undertaken between 1873 and 1875; the stable, coach-house and 
dairy were demolished. The cellar was removed; the roof timbers repaired and the house 
re-roofed and new fireplaces were added. The architect was E. G. Bruton who estimated a 
total cost of £385 7s. 6d. in his specification of repairs and additions dated July 1873.24  
Timber belonging to the church was sold to raise capital for the repair work; the two timber 
sales held between March and September 1875 contributed £241 8s. 0d. towards the final 
cost.  The building work was undertaken by Albert Kimberley of Banbury and finally finished 
in October 1875.  In December 1875 the sum of £2. 5s. 0d. was paid for the removal of 
rubbish from garden, house and chancel.25 In the signing off certificate of the work, dated 
28th October 1875,  Edward George Bruton (died 1899) reported to the Diocese that the firm 
of Albert Kimberley had made such good progress to the additions and alterations of the 
Rectory House he was entitled to an additional £150 above the £200 already paid to him.26   
In 1980 the Rectory House was advertised for sale by auction by E. J. Brooks, Beaumont 
Street, Oxford.27  The auction was to take place on 9th December 1980 unless the house had 
previously been sold. From that date the Rectory House because a private house and 
remains so today. The Rector now lives in Yarnton.  
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23 Ibid. 
24 OHC. MSS.Oxf.Dioc.Papers. c.1724. 
25 Ibid. 
26 Ibid. 
27 Country Life. 13th November 1980. 


